
 

 
 
April 28, 2020 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

First and foremost, I pray that you and those you love are safe and healthy.  Next, please know that I am 

extremely proud of the affiliation that Regis University has with the Porter-Billups Leadership Academy 

(PBLA).   

 

These are truly unprecedented times.  Together, we crave to serve the young people of PBLA and 

welcome them to our campus.  Together, we are faced with a decision that is in the best interest of all 

concerned.   

 

After careful consideration and dialogue with Coach Lonnie Porter, Chauncey Billups, the outstanding 

staff of PBLA, and the Regis University Board of Trustees, we have made the heart wrenching decision to 

cancel the Academy this summer.  It is even more bittersweet as we all looked forward to our 25th 

anniversary and milestone.    

 

The fact is that many of the adults who serve PBLA so well, travel to Denver to be part of the Academy. 

And this travel is now prohibitive.  And many of the young people who participate in the Academy, go 

home to vulnerable care givers and may themselves be at risk. In addition to safety and well-being of all 

concerned, we are hard pressed to offer a successful and robust Academy with the necessary restrictions 

around social distancing and gatherings of more than 10 persons.   

 

For the past month and a half, I have been on daily calls with local government officials, peer leaders of 

State colleges and universities and others to assess and share our up-to-the-minute thinking and decisions.   

 

I understand the profound disappointment this brings for each of us.  I understand the hardship this may 

create for contingencies, including child care.  But I do believe this is the best decision for PBLA and for 

you.   

 

Coach Porter and the staff have outlined for you what this cancellation means.  Be assured that Regis 

University is committed to partnering and ensuring continuity on all fronts.   

 

We look forward to the day – with outstretched arms and visible smiles – when we can welcome the 

young leaders of PBLA, the staff and volunteers back to our campus.  We look forward to the vitality and 

animation that an in person Academy affords.   

 

Until then, you remain in my prayers and the prayers of the Regis University community.   

 

Gratefully, 

 
Rev. John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 

President 


